
The documents presented here (articles,
campaigns and resolutions) have been

adopted by the Foundation Congress of the
ILTF. They concentrate the Trotskyist policy

on a key event of the world situation:
Obama’s arrival to presidency and the re-
legitimization of the ruling power –USA-
general staff. This event tests the policy

and the programme of the revolutionaries.
Plundering, wars and imperialist counter-

revolution are disguising as Obama. All the
misleaders leaded by the World Social

Forum are subordinating the working class
to the US imperialism policy of New Deal

and Fascism. While the world working class
is paying the consequences of this policy,

the internationalist revolutionaries are
fighting for the uprising of the US working
class –the strongest battalion of the world

proletariat- in the very heart of the
imperialist beast, to lead a necessary

international workers counter-offensive.
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THE CRISIS OF THE WORLD CAPITALIST SYSTEM

The crisis of the imperialist capitalist
world economy has become global. The
recession with price inflation and loss of
jobs is alre a dy here. Billions of dollars
evap o rate as banks and share marke t s
c o l l ap s e. The fa i l u res of banks and
i nvestment funds are mere ly the symp-
tom of a bankrupt system. All the ficti-
tious capital rep resented by share s ,
f u t u re s , c u rre n cy in circ u l ation in the
computers of the bourgeois state, banks,
i nvestment funds, c o rp o rat i o n s ,
amounts to fo u rteen trillion dollars that
has no value. US dollars are not backed
up by real commodities or assets; they
a re backed by the U. S. state tre a s u ry
and the military. Real value can only be
p roduced by human lab o u r, the lab o u r
of the pro d u c t ive wo rking class. Th e
c apitalist crisis ap p e a rs in order to
destroy the productive forces and wealth
so that the profit rate can be restored. $4
t rillion dollars over five ye a rs spent on
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, as the
p ro fits of the US military - i n d u s t ri a l
monopolies. $140 billion dollars fo r
Exxon –not counting the other imperial-
ist oil or the vultures of Hallibu rt o n ,
Cheney Co – thanks to the "war for oil"!

The masses of the world are already
paying for the crisis, through the actions
of the reformers. In the U.S., the work-
ing class was betrayed by the union
bu re a u c ra cy of the AFL-CIO and
C h a n ge to Win and suffe rs losses to
their wage s , pensions and many other
past gains won by wo rke rs. The mass
anti-imperialist struggle that arose in the
s t reets against the wa r, and for immi-
grant rights, was diverted into votes for
Obama and the Democratic Party by the
re fo rmist left wh i ch sows illusions that
t h e re is a "democratic" and "pacifi s t "
i m p e rialism. In Europe the union
bu re a u c racies betray the wo rking cl a s s
with social pacts.

In Latin A m e ri c a , it is the phony
"Bolivarian revolution" that has diverted
and contained the revo l u t i o n a ry and
a n t i - i m p e rialist stru ggles that have
a risen in the new century. Th e
re fo rmists have not yet managed to
extinguish the fi re of revolution and
wars against imperialism, as in Bolivia,
Colombia or the Middle East. But they
seek to contain them in anti-imperi a l i s t
and counterrevo l u t i o n a ry “ u n i t e d
f ro n t s ” s u ch as Chavez and Morales in
L atin A m e ri c a , or the Islamic Hamas
and Hezbollah in the Middle East.

The crisis reveals that the cap i t a l i s t
i m p e rialist system is rotten and
b a n k rupt befo re the eyes of billions of
exploited around the globe. The system
t h at oppresses the masses has lost all
l egi t i m a cy in the eyes of millions of
wage slaves. The gove rnment of the
mu rd e rer Bush and the “ R ep u bl i c rat ”
regime and the imperialist powe rs in
E u rope and Japan that are fighting the
war in Afghanistan and all imperi a l i s t
monopolies pro fiting from the wa r,
appear befo re the masses as wh at they
t ru ly are : genocidal mu rd e re rs of more
than one million Iraqis, more than half a
million A f g h a n s , 10s of thousands of
Palestinians, and the jailers of thousands
of political pri s o n e rs around the globe.

The veil had been torn away, s h ow i n g
t h at the wo rld is dominated by the US,
E u ropean and Japanese imperi a l i s t s ,
claiming to be "democrats" but in
essence capitalist dictat o rs like Hitler.
All of them deserve a Nure m b e rg to
condemn them for genocide! 

The ap o l ogists of capitalism had
promoted years of economic expansion,
with seve ral "centres of pro d u c t i o n "
wo rking together in a “ h a rm o n i o u s ”
global economy. When the crisis eru p t-
e d, the parasitic capitalists we re totally
u n p rep a re d. Bew i l d e re d, the bourge o i s
cried “everyone for himself”. This only
served to deepen their unmasking before
the wo rking class. The masses of the
wo rld can see that today, without any
veils to hide behind, "the king is naked".
The declining imperialist system only
s u rv ives by exploiting the masses and
t h re atening the entire human civ i l i z a-
tion. To d ay, it is cl e a rer than eve r, t h at
for the exploited and oppressed peoples
of the world to live, the capitalist system
must die.

The US imperialists support the
election of Obama to try to hide the
hideous face of a rotten capitalist sys-
tem of capitalism from the masses of the
world. Its purpose is to put a new black
face on the rotten corpse to re-legitimate

The two faces of the “Republicrats”: Obama and Bush

THE CAPITALIST PIRATES
ARE DISGUISING AS OBAMA

This article was originally signed by the International Coordination and Action Secretariat of the FLT and published in
“Democracia Obrera” # 32, publication of the LOI (CI) of Argentina in November, 2008. And it was approved and
adopted as official position by the Foundation Congress of the ILTF in July, 2009.
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US “democracy” in the eyes of the U.S.
and wo rld wo rking masses. So, ge t
re a dy for new wa rs and counter- o ffe n-
sives against the masses by the imperial-
ist para s i t e s , led by their new fre s h
black-faced Obama.

THE VICTORY OF OBAMA IS A FRAUD
AGAINST THE U.S. WORKING MASSES

The result of the US election on
N ovember 4 put the seal on the ru l i n g
class expropriation of the anti-imperial-
ist stru ggle of the U. S. wo rking cl a s s .
This was ach i eved through the “ d e m o-
cratic” imposition of a fraud against the
masses. The election of Obama is a trap
for all the exploited of the world. We no
longer see the real face of the warmon-
ge ring imperialist capitalism facing a
major crisis. Instead we see Obama who
holds out to the masses the promise of
“change” and “we can”.

In this way US imperialism tries to
make the working class believe that the
i m p e rialist bu t ch e rs can be "good" and
t h at this rotten capitalist system can be
"cleaned up”. It is like the mass murder-
er turning up to the funeral of his vic-
tims dressed as a choir boy! Obama,
with a new government, is sweet talking
the U . S. wo rking cl a s s ’ out of its cri s i s
of confidence in capitalism – damping
down the fires of an growing conscious-
ness that Wall St exists only by exploit-
ing Main St and sending its sons and
daughters to die in imperialist wars. But
t h e re is no such thing as “ cl e a n ” ,
“peaceful” and “democratic” capitalism.

The war launched by the Bush
a d m i n i s t ration and the oil cartel after
the Twin Towers in 9-11-2001, was sup-
p o rted and sustained by both
R ep u blicans and Democrats. Toge t h e r
they voted for Bush's budget and war to
d e s t roy Afghanistan and Iraq and spark
genocide in those two nations. Together
t h ey voted for the "Pat riot Act" wh i ch
m a rked a fi e rce at t a ck on democrat i c
f reedoms of wo rke rs within the United
S t ates and outside the U. S. Toge t h e r
t h ey voted for the tough anti-immigra-
tion laws. Th e n , re c e n t ly, both voted to
m a ke the wo rking class pay for the
bailout of the major banks and financial
institutions with nearly a trillion dollars.
Thus they both collab o rated in a mas-
sive attack on the US working class, cut-
ting its living standards and re m ov i n g
its most basic democratic freedoms.

The Bush gove rnment backed by
“republicrats” had the objective of occu-

pying A f g h a n i s t a n , I ra q , then Ira n ,
Russia and attack North Korea.

THE “REPUBLICRAT” WARS FOR OIL HAVE
FAILED TO SMASH THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST
RESISTANCE

The reason why US imperi a l i s m
needs a fresh black face to sell itself as
p e a c e - l oving and democratic is that it
has failed to win its genocidal wa rs fo r
oil in the Middle East. The inva s i o n s
and occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq
have failed to overcome the indomitable
strength of Afghan and Iraqi resistance,
and the heroic resistance of Palestinians
of South Lebanon that humiliated and
d e fe ated the genocidal Zionist army of
I s rael backed by imperialism. Th i s
opened the danger of a Vi e t n a m - t y p e
scenario developing which might arouse
a strong anti-war movement in the US
proletariat.

The failure of these costly wars was
blamed on the Bush administration. To
d ive rt the awa kening anti-war con-
sciousness of the A m e rican wo rk i n g
class a new face for US imperialism was
n e e d e d. After 40 ye a rs of the bl a ck
b o u rgeoisie ex p ro p ri ating the stru gg l e s
of the masses of exploited bl a ck s , U. S.
i m p e rialism brings one of their rep re-
s e n t at ives to re - l egi t i m ate Ya n ke e
regime in the eyes of the A m e ri c a n
masses and to clean the blood on its
hands. The objective was to stop the
awa kening of US wo rking class fro m
t ra n s fo rming in a revo l u t i o n a ry mass
irruption.

Today the most politically advanced
section of the US working class is made
up of super- exploited immigrant wo rk-
e rs of Latin A m e rican ori gin. In the
1960s and 1970s the va n g u a rd wa s
made up of the black labour movement.
But US imperialism is ve ry ca p able of
d ividing and ru l i n g. While the va s t
m a j o rity of A f ri c a n - A m e ricans we re
condemned to wage slavery, unemploy-
ment and poverty, a small minority were
co-opted as a priv i l eged bl a ck bour-
geoisie. No doubt today US imperialism
is busy co-opting a small segment of
Latinos as a new bourgeoisie to play the
same role of containing the masses.
M e a n while Obama's victory serves this
p u rpose as is clear from the fact that
while more than 90% of bl a cks vo t e d
for him, a big majority of Latinos also
voted for him. 

Obama is the mask of "democracy",
" c ivil rights" and "solidarity with the

poor and minorities" in the United
S t ates. Behind this mask US imperi a l-
ism will launch a fi e rce offe n s ive
against the masses and exploited peo-
ples of the world to make us pay for the
b a n k ru p t cy of the capitalist imperi a l i s t
system. Using this democratic front, US
i m p e rialism will make alliances with
the “ p rogre s s ive ” n ational bourge o i s i e s
to win advantages against its imperialist
rivals at the expense of the poor masses
as in Bolivia and the Middle East. Like
its “ d e m o c rat i c ” mask at home, t h e s e
alliances with “ p rogre s s ive ” n at i o n a l
l e a d e rs are tempora ry masks designed
to contain the masses so that US imperi-
alism can and its allies can prepare their
counter-offensive.

OBAMA TRIES TO DEFEND US WORLD
DOMINANCE FACING THE GLOBAL CRISIS

U n l i ke Bush whose regime has lost
its legi t i m a cy befo re US and wo rl d
wo rke rs , Obama has the pre s t i ge and
a u t h o rity to defend and extend US domi-
nance over its rivals and the wo rld wo rk-
ing class. The imperialist bourge o i s i e s
a re in a panic facing the crisis and the
c risis of legi t i m a cy of the capitalist sys-
tem. Bush, whose genocidal regime is
exposed befo re the masses, s ays “ we
must save the system”. Sarko z y, rep re-
s e n t at ive of one of the most re a c t i o n a ry
b o u rgeoisies in history, s ay s : “ we mu s t
rebuild a new fo rm of cap i t a l i s m ” to stop
a “ revolution on a global scale. "
I m m e d i at e ly, he was applauded and con-
grat u l ated by Chavez and other
" B o l iva rian" parro t s , who are wo rk i n g
with Sarkozy as junior part n e rs in the
business of looting Latin A m e rica. In
this way the “ d e m o c rat i c ” i m p e ri a l i s t s
t ry to make the masses believe that the
p ro blem is “ n e o - l i b e ra l i s m ” and not the
rotten imperialist capitalist system. So,
against "neo-libera l i s m " , " c o m ra d e "
S a rkozy and the "Boliva ri a n s ” want to
build "another cap i t a l i s m " , to "re n ew " ,
" re - fo u n d ” e t c. , c apitalism based on stat e
m a n agement of the marke t , and at the
same time to "re found on new bases" the
I M F, the G-7, the G-8, the G-20, t h e
Wo rld Bank, e t c.

Of course this is a deception of the
wo rke rs. The imperialist states are not
“ re fo u n d i n g ” c apitalism when they
" n at i o n a l i ze" bankrupt banks and bu s i-
nesses. This is nothing more than the
old scam of nationalizing the losses of
finance capital paid for by the masses,
whiles at the same time guara n t e e i n g
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t h at the monopolies and parasites con-
t i nue to ex p ro p ri ate the labour of the
working masses –socialism for the boss-
es, capitalism for the workers. 

TO COVER THEIR BANKRUPTCY AND
REACTIONARY ATTACKS ALL THE IMPERIALIST
LEADERS DRESS UP LIKE OBAMA

In order for US imperialism to
remain the dominant power it has to use
O b a m a ’s victory to try to re - l egi t i m at e
not only itself, but also the cap i t a l i s t
system as a whole before the masses of
the world. Obama thus gives a veneer of
l egi t i m a cy to all the imperialist stat e s
and their client states. The leaders of
those countries that supported Bush lost
the support of their people. To d ay they
rush to be photographed hugging the
" A f rican A m e ri c a n " , " d e m o c ratic" and
" p a c i fist" Obama to regain popular
l egi t i m a cy. All of the re a c t i o n a ry lead-
e rs including Sarko z y, P u t i n , C a s t ro ,
C h ave z , M o ra l e s , K i rch n e r,
A h m a d i n e j a d, N a s rallah etc. , h ave
greeted the victory of Obama and
o ffe red him their support , helping to
strengthen the illusions of the masses of
the world in their executioners.

Th u s , the election of Obama is a
t e m p o ra ry victory for imperialism all
over the world. In presenting Obama as
a “democratic” imperialist all the impe-
rialist leaders can hide behind the wave
of ‘ p a c i fi s t ’ and ‘ d e m o c rat i c ’ i l l u s i o n s
ge n e rated by Obama. Obama’s bl a ck
face is intended to make the US wo rk-
ing class accept increasing exploitation,
m a s s ive layo ff s , wage cuts and at t a ck s
on historic ga i n s , and a brutal cl a m p-
d own on migrant wo rke rs. But this is
not enough to rescue US imperialism; it
must impose the same brutal attacks on
the masses of the whole world. The US
is ready to prepare new wars, new coun-
t e rrevo l u t i o n a ry stri kes against the
world masses and oppressed people and
m o re brutal disputes with its Euro p e a n
and Japanese imperialist rivals. 

Yet Obama must fi rst and fo re m o s t
l egi t i m ate US imperialism. Because to
retain its political dominance US impe-
rialism must make the exploited pay the
costs of the global crisis of cap i t a l i s m .
And to do that it is necessary to increase
their offe n s ive against its imperi a l i s t
riva l s , in particular against Fra n c e, t o
make its rivals shift the cost of the crisis
on to their own wo rke rs. In this way
Obama will attempt to rev ive US
nationalism to unite the workers and the

i m p e rialist bourgeoisie against the
wo rke rs of the other imperialist and
semi-colonial countri e s , so that the
n ation is united in new trade wa rs and
new wars of occupation.

And last but not least, to rebuild its
l egi t i m a cy with the masses in the US
and around the world, it is necessary for
US imperialism to guarantee the wo rl d
financial system against the most seri-
ous crisis since the 1930s. The parasites
of the world Finance capital see USA as
the safer shelter. Obama will take the
world stage with a world “New Deal” in
wh i ch US finance capital will use the
US state institutions to stab i l i ze the
global economy and retain its dominant
imperialist rule. So today in the midst of
the cri s i s , it is even cl e a rer than in the
p revious short growth cy cl e, t h at fa r
f rom being in "decline" or "losing its
h ege m o ny," the United States re m a i n s
the dominant imperial power.

THE MASSES AROUND THE WORLD ARE
ALREADY PAYING FOR THE CRISIS

The masses of the world are already
paying the crisis as the US and EU goes
into a deep recession with 100s of thou-
sands of jobs lost, homes foreclosed and
pensions wiped out. 1 in 10 persons in
the US is on food stamps. In these coun-
tries we can not rule out that deep reces-
sion will be combined with price infl a-
tion (stagflation) produced by the print-
ing of tens of billions of dollars to pay
for the imperialist state bailouts of
finance capital. But in the semi-colonial
nations, it is almost certain that looming
recession will cause massive ga l l o p i n g
i n fl ation. In countries like Chile that is
absolutely dependent on oil imports, or
Ve n e z u e l a , wh i ch imports most of the
food it consumes, this will cause rap i d
cost of living increases.

For sure, i m p e rialism can only solve
its crisis in its own interests by step p i n g
up the levels of plunder and looting of
the re s o u rces and ch e ap labour of the
semi-colonial and colonial nations. Now
t h at U. S. and the imperialist powe rs are
in a re c e s s i o n , the demand for ga s , o i l ,
m i n e ra l s , and agri c u l t u ral commodities
is dra s t i c a l ly re d u c e d. Th u s , in just a few
weeks and months, the prices of these
raw mat e rials have almost halve d. Oil
d e c reased from US$140 to US$70 a bar-
rel; soybeans fell from about US$700
per ton last March , to around US$300
t o d ay. The collapse of mineral prices has
hit Boliv i a , Pe ru , causing a big drop in

mining pro d u c t i o n , and hence loss of
jobs and wage s , and fuelling the revo l u-
t i o n a ry unrest of the masses. In
A rge n t i n a , the capitalists have alre a dy
l a u n ched a brutal at t a ck on wo rke rs to
s ave their falling pro fits by massive
s a ckings and suspensions in industry,
and by the deva l u ation of the peso and
the resulting price infl ation that is
d e s t roying wo rke rs living standard s .

THE “BOLIVARIANS” MAKE THE WORKERS
KNEEL BEFORE “DEMOCRATIC” IMPERIALISM

The balance of power between the
i m p e rialist powe rs has been thrown into
d i s a rray by the global crisis. It is prove d
t h e re is an ove rabundance of imperi a l i s t
p owe rs. Each imperialist power wants to
s o l ve its crisis by making its rivals pay
for it. Disputes over control of marke t s ,
s p h e res of infl u e n c e, and the sources of
ch e ap raw mat e rials and slave labour are
i n t e n s i f y i n g. Under these conditions,
L atin A m e rica is no longer ex cl u s ive ly a
" b a ckya rd" of US imperialism. Fre n ch ,
G e rm a n , Spanish and Japanese imperi a l-
i s m , along with their national bourge o i s
junior part n e rs , compete with the US
and one another to extend their sphere s
of interest in the subcontinent.

Th ey can do this only because the
i m p e rialists and their national bourge o i s
allies in Latin A m e rica have been sup-
p o rted by the actions of the tre a ch e ro u s
re fo rmist leaders grouped together in the
Wo rld Social Fo rum who have sup-
p ressed the anti-imperialist and revo l u-
t i o n a ry stru ggles of the masses of the
continent and contained them by means
of popular front regimes. These re fo rm i s t
l e a d e rs have acted to subord i n ate the
wo rking classes and poor fa rm e rs to the
“ d e m o c ratic" imperialists and the
“ B o l iva ri a n ” b o u rge o i s i e. Th u s , t h e
re fo rmist leaders subord i n ated the revo l u-
t i o n a ry upsurge of 2003-2005 in Boliv i a
to the gove rnment of Morales who then
used the army to kill members of the min-
e rs ’ va n g u a rd and enter into a series of
pacts with the fascists of the landow n i n g
and mine-owning bourge o i s i e. 

In Venezuela the anti-imperi a l i s t
s t ru ggle of the wo rking class has been
co-opted by Chavez gove rnment wh i ch
enters into agreements with imperialism
over the shares of the oil reve nu e.
A rgentine strangled the revolution of
2 0 0 1 , s u b o rd i n ating the wo rking cl a s s
to Kirch n e r, s u p p o rted by Fidel Castro ,
Chavez and all those in the World Social
Forum. In the US, as we said above, the
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p rocess of subord i n ation to US imperi-
alism is that of the "democrat i c "
Obama, Clinton and company.

ON THE US ELECTIONS THE CYNICISM OF THE
REFORMISTS AND RENEGADES OF TROTSKYISM
IS MORE THAN CLEAR. YESTERDAY, THEY
DIVERTED THE STRUGGLE OF US WORKING
CLASS INTO VOTES FOR THE DEMOCRATIC
PARTY AND ITS “PACIFIST” WAVE, THEN,
THESE REFORMISTS KEPT SAYING THAT THE
VICTORY OF THE DEMOCRATS IN THE
ELECTIONS OF 2006 WAS “THE EXPRESSION
OF THE US CLASS STRUGGLE” WHEN IN
REALLY IT WAS A VICTORY FOR THE RULING
CLASS. THE RESULTS ARE CLEAR: OBAMA’S
VICTORY HAS CO-OPTED THE FIGHTING SPIRIT
OF THE US WORKING CLASS.

The re fo rmist left we l c o m e s
Obama's victory as a “progressive” step
in the struggle of workers and exploited
A m e ricans. But it’s a stab in the back
against the pro l e t a ri at. The anti-wa r
p i cke t s , the May Day stri kes fo r
m i grant wo rke rs , the stri ke against the
war by the ILW U, the mass mobiliza-
tions to end the war in Ira q , all of this
self-action by the working class has not
been sold out to a black faced bourgeois
politician!

To d ay, i n t e rn at i o n a l ly, the re n e-
gades of Trotskyism, joining the chorus
of Chave z , Fidel Castro , M o ra l e s ,
Mandela etc "salute the A m e rican peo-
ple" that according to them, brought the
"defeat for Bush and the neo-conserva-
tives of the Republican Party." Thus, in
sowing illusions in “democratic” impe-
ri a l i s m , t h ey prevent the revo l u t i o n a ry
uprisings of the Latin American masses
joining fo rces with the stru ggle of US
wo rke rs against the war and for the
rights of immigrant wo rke rs who are a
real bond of flesh and blood that can
unite into a single battalion the workers
of Nort h , C e n t ral and South A m e ri c a .
These counter- revo l u t i o n a ry tre a ch e r-
ous Trotskyists are providing the left leg
of the popular fronts that sacri fices the
mass stru ggles in Bolivia and
C o l o m b i a , and prep a res the ultimat e
betrayal in Latin America, the capitalist
restoration in Cuba.

THE HEROIC RESISTANCE OF THE MASSES
BEGINS THE COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

Despite the electoral victory of
Obama to re-legitimate US imperialism,

this does not decide anything. The bour-
geoisie have not yet tra n s l ated their
e l e c t o ral victory into a defe at of wo rk-
ers in the streets or the workplaces. The
s t ru ggle against the bosses’ o ffe n s ive
will not be decided in the polls but in
the stru ggles in defense of jobs, wage s
and workers rights.

D i s a rmed and with their hands tied
by the treacherous leaders of the popu-
lar fro n t , the masses of the wo rld have
begun a resistance to the attacks which
h ave alre a dy cre ated the fi rst pre - revo-
l u t i o n a ry situations. Th u s , we saw
u p risings for bread in Burm a , G e o rgi a ,
Pa k i s t a n , H a i t i , and so on. Since then
there has been the huge general strike in
B e l gi u m , the stri ke of German metal-
wo rke rs for wages and the mobiliza-
tions of millions of wo rke rs and stu-
dents in Italy against the imperi a l i s t
gove rnment of Berlusconi. Now in
G reece a revo l u t i o n a ry situation opens
with mobilizat i o n s , o c c u p at i o n s , s a ck-
ings of police stations and ge n e ra l i ze d
strikes. Who can doubt that there, in the
hands and the wo rking classes of the
imperialist countries, is the key to a suc-
cess of the revo l u t i o n a ry upheavals in
the semi-colonial world!

Thus the wo rking class of the
European powers must unite their ranks
with their class bro t h e rs and sisters of
the fo rmer state wo rke rs from Eastern
E u ro p e. The wo rke rs of the fo rm e r
USSR oppressed by Fre n ch and
German imperialism, or by the Russian
b o u rgeoisie itself allied to France and
G e rm a ny, need to raise among their
own demands the return to the dictator-

ship of the pro l e t a ri at of the October
Revolution of 1917.

M e a n while in Pe ru wo rking masses
have started an uprising of street mobi-
lizations, semi-insurrections, and clash-
es against the police and the army in
M o q u eg u a , Ta c n a , C a j a m a rca and
M oyab a m b a , to bring down the pro -
i m p e rialist “ F u j i m o ri s t a ” regime and
government of Alan García. Here is the
re n ewal of the stru ggle to reopen the
road to the Latin A m e rican revo l u t i o n ,
t e m p o ra l ly suppressed in Boliv i a ,
Venezuela and other countries by the
"Bolivarian revolution"!

For all of the pro l e t a rian upri s i n g s
that are now breaking out, the first and
most urgent task is to break with the
b o u rge o i s i e, in other wo rd s , end sub-
servience to the “democratic” imperial-
ists like Obama, and with their servants,
the “ B o l iva ri a n ” b o u rgeoisie and its
treacherous left wing of fake Trotskyists
who have become reformists.

The FLT fights for an intern at i o n a l
conference to unite the healthy forces of
Tro t s kyism and revo l u t i o n a ry wo rke rs
groups. To do this, we have adva n c e d
23 progra m m atic points to sum up the
revolutionary tasks facing the world cri-
sis and the offe n s ive against the wo rk-
ing masses that spells out the clear dif-
fe rences between revo l u t i o n a ri e s , c e n-
t rists and re fo rmists. This would be a
new Zimmerwald that will bring togeth-
er the fo rces necessary to build aga i n
the party of World Socialist Revolution
on the program and legacy of the found-
ing program of the Fourth International
of 1938.

Protest in Wall Street
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1 .In response to the stru c t u ral crisis of
c apitalism of the ‘70s the US deep-

ened its wo rld wide policy of imperi a l i s t
d o m i n a n c e to make the wo rld economy
its own domestic market. The free tra d e
agreements consolidated this division of
l abor opening a wo rld of maquiladora s
to the tra n s - n ationals of the fi rst wo rl d.
P roduction fl ew to the source of ch e ap
l abor like birds on their winter migrat i o n
south. The chauvinist trade unionists of
N o rth A m e rica refused to fight for the
d e m a n d : “Same wo rk same contract on
both sides of the boarder”. Offe ri n g
nothing to link the stru ggle of the super
exploited of the south to the soon to be
u n e m p l oyed of the north the mis-leaders
we re reduced to hand wri n ging wh i n e s
of dissat i s faction but did nothing to
l a u n ch intern ational class stru ggle for a
wo rke rs economy. 

2.The resultant deindustrialization of
the north and the rise of the unreg-

ulated, non-unionized, maquiladora sec-
tor spread around the globe in search of
places wh e re the tra n s - n ationals could
ignore the environmental consequences
of their production and smash the work-
ers with the utmost brutality when they
tried to organize. The consequence was
a glut of consumer goods, produced by
the latest tech n o l ogi c a l ly and a super
exploited labor force, making their way
b a ck to the shelves of Wa l - M a rt. Th e
n ew ly emerging consumer society wa s
based on a wo rking class destined to
wo rk in low paying service sector jobs
filling the lowest two economic quin-
tiles and an over consumptive top three
quintiles of the population made up of
the labor ari s t o c ra cy, a pro fe s s i o n a l
managerial “middle class” layer and the
top 5% which gathered to itself the rich-
es of the wo rl d ’s new order as their
f renzied “coupon cl i p p i n g ” fo l l owe d
one economic bu bble after another as
t h ey sucked fictitious capital out of the
market into their personal savings.

3.As wages we re driven dow n , t h e
workers found themselves working

longer hours, sending more members of
the family into the workforce, youth liv-
ing a home or re t u rning home rat h e r
than setting out on their own and the
e l d e rly being driven into the homes of
their adult children. Savings diminished
from an all time high of 20% to a nega-
t ive 5% as usury in the fo rm of cre d i t
c a rd s , ch e ck cashing serv i c e s , a n d
adjustable rate mortgages offered work-
e rs a way to fl o at their fa m i l i e s
economies. The consequences of glob-
a l i z ation and the bu bbles of fi c t i t i o u s
c apital began to exploded in the dot-
bomb collapse but for big capital the
c o l l apse was only a tempora ry setback
as the war economy and the housing
bu bble wh i ch fo l l owed we re their nex t
source of surplus value appropriation. 

4.The military drive into Ira q ,
Afghanistan and now Pakistan, the

proxy war between Georgia and Russia
we re the consolidation of the acquisi-
tion of control over vast oil and ga s

re s o u rces. The US military action had
the intention and result of driving out
other imperialists and indep e n d e n t
powers which had contracts for Iraqi oil
as well as consolidating its military
bases throughout the Asian subconti-
nent to further encircle and contain
China and Russia as well as open these
vast sources of ch e ap labor to Wa l l
Street’s minions.

5.In a heroic resistance to the forces
of imperialism thousands of Ira q

died in the battle to save Fallujah show-
ing the US that the masses of Ira q
would not stand by idly and allow their
c o u n t ry to be ove rrun. Heroic fi g h t e rs
from around Africa and Asia flocked to
the battle fields of Iraq and Afghanistan
to stop imperialism in its tracks. Tens of
thousand we re killed and cap t u re d
m a ny rot in Guantanamo and other
s e c ret CIA prisons around the wo rl d.
We say free all pri s o n e rs of the anti-
i m p e rialist war drive! Close
Guantanamo and all the secret pri s o n s !
The only criminals in this war are those
who sat and sit in the White House, the
Pe n t ago n , at Langley and on the board
of directors of the war profiteers in the
a rm a m e n t s , m e rc e n a ry and oil indus-
tries! Convene an international workers
t ri bunal to try these war cri m i n a l s
before the world! No faith in the Hague
or the World Court only an international
wo rke rs tri bunal can honestly ex p o s e
the crime of these imperialist butchers!

6.But the US working class was slow
at getting the message and neve r

launched an anti-war movement equiva-
lent in depth and breath to the anti-war
movement of the Viet Nam period. The
Maoists from the earliest days ra i s e d
the Slogan “ D rive out the Bush
R egi m e ” the soft left had their equiva-
lently treacherous demand “Anyone but
B u s h ” , combined with the mis-leader-
ship of the fa ke Tro t s kyists who con-

HEART OF THE BEAST
Resolution on the USA

Approved in the Foundation Congress of the ILTF. July 2009.
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tained the anti war movement with their
p a c i fist slogan of “ S u p p o rt our tro o p s
bring them home” the movement never
sustained its early massive outpouri n g
of millions around the wo rld in
February of 2003. Rather the movement
was quick ly defl ated into the Ke rry
campaign of 2004, the congre s s i o n a l
campaign in 2006 and the Obama cam-
paign of 2007/2008. The pacifist mass-
es closed up the anti-war offices and hit
the phone banks for the Democrats. The
consequence of limiting the pri n c i p l e d
“Out Now” slogan to its pacifist content
and not turning it into a defe at i s t
demand by demanding the defeat of US
m i l i t a ry fo rces in the bat t l e fields of
Asia prevented the A m e rican wo rk i n g
class from launching a conscious anti-
i m p e rialist stru ggle wh i ch could link
the wo rke rs of the wo rld against the
imperial war drive.

7.The A n t i - War actions at the
Oakland docks wh e re the police

fi red upon youth and trade unionists
with non lethal we ap o n ry showed the
brutality of the State against workers at
h o m e. This at t a ck on anti-war wo rke rs
a dvanced the militancy of the wo rke rs
movement and the ILWU responded by
holding a one day stri ke on the Dock s
to stop the war drive. The militancy of
the ILWU local 10 is an inspiration to
a n t i - i m p e rialist wo rke rs around the
wo rl d. As the anti-war move m e n t
l agge d, ch o ked by the illusion that
D e m o c rats elected to a majority in
Congress would end the war, the griev-
ing mother, C i n dy Sheehan, stood up
for all the victims of the war by camp-
ing outside Bushes Craw fo rd Tex a s
R a n ch. Her campaign re - i nv i go rat e d
and consolidated the majority sentiment
against the war. But this sentiment was
q u i ck ly defused as the “A nyone But
Bush” mentality overtook the populous
s i ckened by the war and corralled the
e n e rgy into the Obama mania. Th e
p a c i fists and anti-war movement aga i n
closed up shop and hit the phone banks
and door to door massive campaign for
Obama. None of them would dare
answer the question “Who will Obama
B o m b - a h ? ” And now we know he is
bombing civilians in Pa k i s t a n ,
Afghanistan as his CIA and Stat e
Department allow with a nod an a wink
the smashing of the wo rking class in
H o n d u ras with death squads(trained at
the school of the assassins Ft. Benning,
Georgia). 

8.The centra l i zed continental policy
from La Habana has provisory tak-

en the American working class struggle
against the war on Iraq and for the
i m m i grant and bl a ck pro l e t a ri at r i g h t s
out of the scene. With the counter-revo-
l u t i o n a ry intern ational policy of the
restorator Castroite bureaucracy –which
is about class collab o ration and
“ B o l iva rian revo l u t i o n ” , with all the
fake Trotskyists subordinated to it- they
h ave ex p ro p ri ated and strangled the
anti-imperialist and revolutionary strug-
gle of the Lat i n a m e rican ex p l o i t e d
m a s s e s , wh i ch thre atened to synch ro-
nize with the ones of the workers in the
h e a rt of the imperialist beast.
Simultaneously, in the USA, the author-
ity of the Cuban wo rke rs state in the
most exploited laye rs of the wo rk i n g
class was put at the service of strength-
ening subord i n ating the wo rking c l a s s
to the Democratic Party and Obama by
the Castroism. The living example of
this intern ational policy is the Lat i n
A m e rican and Cari bbean Wo rke rs
Gathering (ELAC) where –from Alaska
to Ti e rra del Fuego- the re n egades of
Tro t s kyism have ensured tying the
hands of the va n g u a rd of the Oakland
Dock Workers and stopping their heroic
fight against the US imperialist bu t ch-
e rs from within, t h roughout its leader-
ship, all made by the “left” bureaucracy
of Latin America.

Th at ’s how that ominous policy
–that some months ago has found resis-
tance in the fights of the working class

in the Antilles and today in Pe ru and
Honduras- has cleared the way to accel-
erate the advanced process of the capi-
talist re s t o ration in Cuba, wh i ch the
forces of the counter-revolution want to
finish with the “ d e m o c rat i c ” mask of
Obama.

9.Wall Stre e t ’s drive to lower the
cost of labor in the United Stat e s

to a point wh e re pro fi t ability is aga i n
p o s s i ble for production at “ h o m e ” i s
again ch a n ging the wo rld division of
l ab o r. The drive to turn the US into an
ex p o rting nation and to open marke t s
ab road can not be accomplished with-
out driving down wage s , b e n e fi t s ,
social progra m s , and the other benefi t s
the US wo rke rs have become accus-
tomed to since the end of WW2. This is
resulting on at t a cks on the A m e ri c a n
wo rke rs. Official fi g u res show 9.5%
h ave been unemploye d, 45 million are
without healthcare or re t i rement pen-
s i o n s , t wo million fill the pri s o n s , a n d
1.6 million are homeless or in shelters
or tent encampments. The sacking of
millions of workers in the last two years
and the cutting of labor hours and
wages has resulted in a reve rse sliding
s c a l e. Shorter wo rk hours for less pay,
is the method being fo rced on wo rke rs
in the private and public sector alike. 

10.But the wo rke rs are starting to
fight back. It is no coincidence

t h at the Rep u blic Wi n d ow and Door
workers of Chicago occupied their fac-

Tijuana: wall of shame in the US border with Mexico 
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tory in December at the same time that
the Guadeloupe and Martinique wo rk-
e rs commenced their ge n e ral str i kes. It
is no surp rise that the most ex p l o i t e d
sector of the wo rking cl a s s , the Lat i n o
immigrants held two one day strikes for
i m m i grant rights on May Day in 2007
and 2008. A c ross the nation small bat-
tles are erupting in fa c t o ries big and
small to stop the drive against wo rke rs
l iving and wo rking conditions. Stat e
wo rke rs in Califo rnia have fi n a l ly said
enough is enough when the gove rn o r
imposed a third furlough Day. Th e
bu re a u c ratic SEIU leadership has been
p re s s u red by Rank and File sentiment
to take a strike vote this week among its
95,000 members. Schools are laying off
teachers by the thousands the education
system is collapsing cl a s s rooms are
being over crowded and higher educa-
tion is becoming less accessible. Public
t ra n s p o rt wo rke rs , Pa rk ra n ge rs , h o m e
c a re wo rke rs who care for the elderly ;
poison control wo rke rs and those wh o
c a re for underi n s u red youth are being
given pink slips (being sacked).

11.Wo rke rs are just starting to
wa ke up after a long sleep .

After being separated from the militant
h i s t o ry of the Te a m s t e r ’s rebellion in
1934 in Minneapolis, the general strike
of San Francisco 1936 and Oakland in
1946, the factory occupations that led to
the building of the CIO in the thirt i e s
are all experiences that today’s workers
need to draw upon and will have to
ex p e rience in their own actions if they
are to turn the crisis back on the bosses
and emerge victorious.

1 2 .The A m e rican wo rke rs have
the key to solve the bu rd e n

of ex p l o i t ation of the masses of the
wo rl d. Th ey have been bl o cked fro m
their historic task by the division of the
A m e rican wo rke rs from the wo rke rs of
the wo rld by the Stalinist deal with
i m p e rialism at Yalta and Po t s d a m .
A gain in the late 1980’s the re s t o rat i o n
of capitalism in the fo rm e rs wo rke rs
s t ates drove a we d ge between the
A m e rican wo rking class and the stru g-
gle for socialist revolution. The ru l i n g
class must be made to pay for the cri s i s .
The A m e rican wo rke rs must take to
t h e m s e l ves the task of the ex p ro p ri at i o n
of all financial cap i t a l , the banks and
major industry. In eve ry stru ggle of the
masses the fight for Socialist Revo l u t i o n
must be put on the agenda. Standing in
the way of these essential tasks of the

wo rke rs movement are all shades of
t rade union bu re a u c rats re n egades of
Tro t s ky i s m , e n t re n ched Stalinists and
social democrats Castro i s t s , Wo rl d
Social Fo rum adherents as well as a
l abor ari s t o c ra cy mat e ri a l ly tied to
i m p e rialism who perp e t u ate illusions in
Obama. To break these chains wo rke rs
need to fo rm up fa c t o ry committees
extending and ge n e ra l i zed across the
c o u n t ry and then to link them with com-
mittees of the unemploye d. Wo rke rs
must not wait for the bu re a u c ra cy to
b egin the task of organizing the unorga-
n i ze d. This task is intri n s i c a l ly linke d
with the demand for an end to unem-
p l oyment. Wo rke rs need to initiate the
Million man marches across the nat i o n
demanding a sliding scale of hours to
s h a re the ava i l able wo rk through the
i m p l e m e n t ation of 30 hours wo rk for 40
h o u rs pay and a sliding scale of wage s
tied to the rate of infl at i o n .

13.In the fight for socialism the
FLTI and revolutionary workers

in the United States call for massive
c o o rd i n ated labor actions up to and
i n cluding extended ge n e ral stri kes of
public and private workers to stop wage
cuts, for full employment, universal and
free health care, universal and free edu-
cation, an end to homelessness, hunger
and fear of destitution. Only a workers
government can deliver these demands.
To build the solidarity needed to unit
the workers in their struggle for a work-
ers government we call for Free Mumia
Abu Jamal, Leonard Peltier, all the ICE
prisoners, the prisoners at Guantanamo
and the secret prisons. Free all political
p ri s o n e rs. Class justice for the mu rd e r
of Oscar Grant and all other victims of
s t ate brutality!  Destroy the prison and
war economy! For the military defeat of
all US military fo rces ab road and the
closing of all US military bases around
the wo rl d. Unconditional dismantling
of the US nu clear arsenal! Destroy all
US military satellites! Expose the two
faces of the Rep u bl i c rat Bush/Obama
regime wielding diplomacy and re a c-
tionary coups, fascism and Bonapartism
as its tools of wo rld subjugation. Stop
all funding to the bu t cher Zionist stat e
which sustains itself on the blood of the
Palestinian people! Finish the Civil War
restitution for 250 ye a rs of slave ry !
Honor Nat ive Peoples land and ri g h t s .
S u p p o rt self-determ i n ation for the
colonies of Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Guam
and all occupied territories to the native
peoples. To accomplish the objective ly

n e c e s s a ry socialist revolution in the
United States today workers need a rev-
o l u t i o n a ry party build on the method
and program Trotsky developed for the
SWP and the wo rld party of Socialist
R evolution as developed in the
Transitional Program of 1938.

14.The historical events that are
c o m i n g, as a result of the eco-

nomic conditions, will provo ke ex c ep-
tional crisis in the re fo rmist ap p a rat u s
around the world, mostly in USA. Thus,
seeing the end of the process of capital-
ist restoration in Cuba, new splits in the
A m e rican re fo rmist left are being pre-
p a re d, since they ’ve used the authori t y
of the Cuban state to betray over and
ove r. Pa rt i c u l a rly, n ew splits in the
renegades of Trotskyism are being pre-
p a red since for decades they have pre-
sented Castro –and all the Castro i t e
bu re a u c ra cy- as “ a n t i - i m p e ri a l i s t i c ”
icons of the world revolution.

This is why the ILTF Tro t s ky i s t s
raise the program for a political revolu-
tion in Cuba, for a victorious Lat i n
A m e rican revolution against the
“ B o l iva rian Revo l u t i o n ” and its
counter-revolutionary pacts, and for the
US working class uprising to defend the
last gains of the revolution and defe at
the capitalist re s t o ration. This progra m
is also the one that prep a re us to deci-
s ive ly intervene in the upcoming splits
of the revealed Castroists –US fa ke
Tro t s kyists-. Those tra i t o rs wo n ’t be
able to explain why “the big revolution-
ary” Castro, with the giving away of the
workers state, became in bourgeois.

The program raised by the revo l u-
t i o n a ries must be that of the political
revolution in Cuba, wh i ch defe ats the
re s t o rator bu re a u c ra cy, and impose the
t rue wo rke rs ’ d e m o c ra cy, t h at of the
a rmed wo rke rs , peasants and red sol-
d i e rs councils; the only gove rn m e n t
able to tra n s fo rm Cuba in a bastion of
the fight for the world revolution.

This program must be flesh and
blood of the heart of the American pro-
letarian vanguard -of the Oakland dock
wo rke rs , of the immigrant wo rk i n g
class and the bl a ck pro l e t a ri at- by aid-
ing their class bro t h e rs from Cuba,
fighting against their own imperi a l i s t
b o u rgeoisie leaded by the bu t ch e r
Obama with the war cry : “ D own the
Obama-Castro pact which restores cap-
italism in Cuba!” •

July 2009, 
International Leninist Trotskyist Fraction
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The dismantling of the A m e ri c a n
auto industry, the US gove rn-
ment’s bailout of a bankrupt GM,

and the deal being cut with the UAW to
s avage a diminished wo rk fo rc e, if car-
ried out according to Obama’s plan,
will be a historic defeat for the working
cl a s s , with fa r- re a ching consequences.
The UAW leaders h i p , wh i ch long ago
abandoned class stru ggle methods fo r
classic business unionism, knows it can
s ave its bu re a u c ra cy ’s priv i l eged posi-
t i o n , wh i ch enjoys all the perks of
Stalinist-era commissars, by selling out
the members h i p , cutting the wo rke rs ’
p ay and benefi t s , and accepting mass
lay offs. Meanwhile, there is not even a
glimmer on the hori zon of the new
i n d u s t rial jobs desperat e ly needed to
build the “green economy.”

The A m e rican auto wo rke r ’s pay
and benefit pack age (known as the
“ gold standard for labor”) was won by
h a rd - fought battles on the picket lines,
b a cked by heroic acts of solidarity on
the part of tens of thousands of union
m e m b e rs , t ogether with their fa m i l i e s
and communities. Vi c t o ry could not
have been achieved without efforts such
as the six-week fa c t o ry occupations at
the Flint Chev rolet and Fisher Body
plants in 1937, and the “ B attle of the
O ve rp a s s ” at the Fo rd Motor
C o m p a ny ’s Rouge Complex later that
same ye a r. Those historic battles ended
in victories for the entire working class,
as other industrial and manu fa c t u ri n g
wo rke rs set their sights on, and fo u g h t
for, equivalent benefit packages to those
won at the “Big Th re e.” A m e ri c a n
wo rke rs became accustomed to the
p romise and ex p e c t ation of va c at i o n
p ay, l i felong medical benefi t s , p e n-
s i o n s , and a “ d e c e n t ” p ay ch e ck. Th e
working class became redefined, in the
p u blic discourse and in wo rke rs ’ ow n
consciousness, as a new “middle class.”
I ro n i c a l ly, in part because of their ow n
past victories, workers no longer identi-
fied themselves as a class condemned to
sell their labor power to the owner of
the means of production. The Marxist
c o n c ept of cl a s s , d e fined by re l at i o n-

ship to the means of pro d u c t i o n , h a d
been displaced in wo rke rs ’ minds by a
concept of class defined by income lev-
el.Meanwhile, a witch-hunt was loosed
upon the left within the unions, re s u l t-
ing in the displacement of left-leaning
o rga n i ze rs by “ l oya l ” c a re e ri s t s , a n d
even cri m i n a l s , as union offi c e rs .
Workers had little natural sympathy for
the majority Stalinist left that was still
t rying to peddle the class peace they
had sold the UAW in wa rt i m e, so no
one noticed the “ s p e e d u p ” at f i rs t — o r
so the story goes. Consequently, bu s i-
ness unionism displaced militant tra d e
unionism, and “labor relations” became
both an academic discipline and a pro-
fession committed to binding labor to
c apital. The end result was a commit-
ment to cap i t a l i s m , on the part of the
rising cadre of business union bu re a u-
c rat s , t h at labor had stopped play i n g
h a rdball. The crimes of the turn c o at
l abor parasite caste against wo rke rs
h e re at home are outweighed only by
their role in tying the subjective alle-
giance of A m e rican wo rke rs to the
ove rseas ex p l o i t s , wa rs , and military
i n t e rventions of imperialism. Th e s e

l abor fa ke rs traded on the wo rke rs of
the world for their bowl of porridge. We
must demand and fight for a demo -
c ratic rank and file leaders h i p , w i t h
wages and benefits capped at the level
of the best paid wo rke rs in the
union!Busily selling the “middle class”
hype to their members , these lab o r
“ l e a d e rs ” n ever seri o u s ly ch a l l e n ge d
the Ta f t - H a rt l ey Act (wh i ch , a m o n g
m a ny other anti-labor prov i s i o n s , p re-
vents unions from launching sympat hy
s t ri kes). Our dues and energy should
h ave been used not only to fo rce the
repeal of Taft-Hartley, but also to orga-
nize the unorganized, educate our mem-
bership, build strike funds, and launch a
fighting Wo rke rs ’ Pa rt y. Instead, fo r
decades the unions’ p a rasitic ru l e rs
wasted our dues dollars and volunteered
our energy electing Democratic Pa rt y
“friends of labor,” who can’t ever deliv-
er anything of real value to wo rk i n g
people (e. g. , the ERA, s i n g l e - p aye r
health care, EFCA, etc.), and who have
p romoted—and billed us fo r — eve ry
imperialist military action in our histo-
ry. Meanwh i l e, ge n e rations of lab o r
l e a d e rs became accustomed to liv i n g

This statement was approved by the Foundation Congress of the ILTF, July 2009

Workers of General Motors, occupy and take
control of your workplace!

GM workers on strike
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the good life along with their corporate
c o u n t e rp a rts. Now, t o d ay, when lab o r
needs to recapture its militant traditions
and to fight like hell, the UAW leader -
ship is giving it all away without a shot
being fi re d. G e n e ral Motors has
announced it is fi ring another 29,000
American UAW members. Workers fear
for their pensions; they see their neigh-
borhoods abandoned to fo re cl o s u re s ;
s chools and the social safety net are
being destroye d. And wh at do the
“ f riends of lab o r ” in the White House
and Congress have to offer these and
the other millions of unemploye d ?
Despite the fact that between them, the
UAW and the US government will own
a large share of “New GM,” neither the
union nor the fe d e ral gove rnment will
be making any use of the leve rage this
could give them over the company ’s
future plans.

R evo l u t i o n a ry Marxists do not
a dvo c ate the nat i o n a l i z ation of indus-
t ries under the control of pro - c ap i t a l i s t
gove rn m e n t s , rather than under the
direct control of the working class. But
wo rke rs should be told the tru t h : t h at
the Obama administrat i o n , despite its
o s t e n s i ble commitment to the env i ro n-
ment and to cre ating badly - n e e d e d
“green economy” jobs for US workers,
has bent over back wa rds to avoid eve n
the slightest ap p e a rance of nat i o n a l i z-
ing the company for the benefit of soci-
ety as a wh o l e. Instead of taking an
active role in setting a new direction for
N ew GM, the Obama administrat i o n
has made it clear that all will re m a i n
business as usual. The government will
assume the risk, but retain no decision-
making power; the wo rke rs will make
the lion’s share of the sacri fices; and
any eventual profit will go straight into
the pockets of management and the
shareholders.

M e a n wh i l e, the Obama administra-
tion boasts in its Fact Sheet on the GM
deal that “[t]he UAW has made impor-
tant concessions on compensation and
retiree health care. . . . In virtually every
re s p e c t , the concessions that the UAW
agreed to are more aggressive than what
the Bush A d m i n i s t ration ori gi n a l ly
demanded in its loan agreement with
GM.” Among other things, the $20 bil-
lion that GM owes the UAW for retiree
pensions and benefits will not be paid.
Instead, the existing pension and bene-
fit trust will be replaced by a new trust
t h at will be given a bu n ch of curre n t ly
wo rthless stock in New GM. Th i s
places the UAW in a total conflict of

i n t e rest with its own members. If the
value of New GM stock does not go up,
the stock owned by the pension tru s t
will continue to be worthless, and UAW
re t i rees will lose their benefits. But in
o rder for the stock value to ri s e, N ew
GM will have to make as much profit as
possible—on the backs of current UAW
m e m b e rs! Th at is, the UAW ’s bu re a u-
cracy, as one of the owners of New GM,
has a direct interest in increasing the
ex p l o i t ation of the union’s members in
o rder to raise the value of the pension
trust’s stock!

To make matters worse, even though
the trust will own 17.5% of New GM, it
will only have the right to select one
i n d ependent dire c t o r, and will have
none of the other normal share h o l d e r
rights. In other words, instead of taking
a dva n t age of its position as one of
G M ’s major cre d i t o rs to demand that
New GM remake itself into a source of
green economy jobs, the UAW has giv-
en up any claim to having a say in the
c o m p a ny ’s future that is pro p o rt i o n at e
to the tru s t ’s ow n e rship. Meanwh i l e,
the only “green economy jobs” measure
to wh i ch GM has agreed is the toke n
concession that it will use o n e i d l e d
plant in the US to build a new small car
model. This will increase GM’s domes-
tic production by a measly four percent-
age points.

WHO STANDS TO GAIN?

GM’s secured lenders, who stand to
b e n e fit from the bankru p t cy deal,

include Citibank and JP Morgan Chase.
These and the other organs of global
finance capital have histor i c a l ly
exploited and oppressed our bro t h e rs
and sisters in Africa, Latin America and
Asia even more than they have US
workers.

Consider all those cell phones, i -
pods, laptops, and other high-tech toys.
Much of the metal for their components
came from the Democratic Republic of
C o n go (DRC). JP Morgan Chase,
t h rough its major share in A n g l o
A m e rican Mining has been ex t ra c t i n g
these metals from the DRC in competi-
tion with other banks. The result has
been an ongoing war in the DRC since
1996 wh i ch has killed over 4 million
people. 

And wo rking people should neve r
fo rget that it was Citibank wh i ch
financed the 1973 ove rt h row of the
d e m o c rat i c a l ly elected gove rnment in
C h i l e. In the course of that coup,
P i n o chet and his goons herded thou-
sands into stadiums and executed them.

Obama talks about “ ch a n ge ” and a
“new beginning,” but what we see is the
final nail being placed in the coffin of
the “ gold standard of lab o r ” by the
u n h o ly alliance of Obama, the UAW
l e a d e rs h i p , and rep re s e n t at ives of big
finance capital like JP Morgan Chase
and Citibank.

STAGNATION OF THE US ECONOMY AND
FALLING PROFITS

For the past 20 ye a rs , the rate of
inflation may have been kept nominally
l ow, but in real term s , wo rke rs ’ wage s
h ave fallen. In the stru ggle to maintain
and ke ep their families afl o at , wo rke rs
re s o rted to taking loans against their
h o m e s , and got into hock up to their
e a rs to credit card companies at usuri-
ous rates of interest. What did the banks
do with the surplus cash they extracted
from workers as interest? Unless it was
invested, this capital would have had no
va l u e. The banks found these usuri o u s
loans and the “ financial instru m e n t s ”
that were derived from them more prof-
i t able than actual pro d u c t ive inve s t-
ment, thus they offered more and more
loans. After the market crash in 2000,
the banks were forced to lend at cheap-
er rates. To make the same profits their
s h a re h o l d e rs had become accustomed
to, they had to issue more loans. A satu-
ration point was fi n a l ly re a ched wh e re
wo rke rs could not affo rd any more
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l o a n s , and started to drown under this
excessive debt. At the same time, unse-
cured speculative lending and reckless-
ly ri s ky investments in derivat ives left
banks wildly overleveraged.

N ow the US, E u ro p e a n , a n d
Japanese gove rnments are bailing out
the banks to the tune of trillions of dol-
lars. But this means nothing in the con-
t ext of a stagnant wo rld economy. In
o rder to ex t ract more pro fit from the
working class, we see the beginning of
inter-imperialist rivalry that threatens to
explode on an international scale as the
race for raw mat e rials and ch e ap lab o r
pits the imperialists against each other.
The massive displacement of manufac-
t u ring facilities into China and third
wo rld countri e s , to exploit the lowe r
wages there and reap the benefit of the
consequent higher rate of profit, has cut
like a scythe through the gains of work-
ing class in the rest of the wo rl d. Th e
crisis of the banks and the overall econ-
o my is so gre at that mass unemploy-
ment, which has risen to 9% in the US
even by official estimates (meaning the
real rate is closer to 16%), has not been
enough to “stop the bl e e d i n g ” a n d
i n c rease pro fits. These we s t e rn fi n a n c e
capitalists running the US government,
who have not hesitated to re s o rt to
wars, coups d’état, and punishing work-
e rs ab ro a d, a re now turning their guns
on the A m e rican wo rke r, stealing fro m
our pensions, d ep riving us of medical
c a re, and shre dding the safety net fo r
the poor and indigent. What can work -
e rs do? The Chapter 11 bankru p t cy of
GM has just been declared; there is still
time to intervene!

* We call on wo rke rs to o rga n i ze
fa c t o ry committees to coord i n ate an
i m m e d i ate occupation of all GM
plants and dealerships! Tear up the six-
year no-strike pledge!

* We can have no faith in the sell-
out leadership of the UAW; only a revi-
t a l i zed democratic rank and file move-
ment can lead us out of the crisis! A n
emergency delegated conference of rep-
resentatives of factory committees must
be convened to elect an entire ly new
union leadership.

* Wo rking class commu n i t i e s
a round the fa c t o ries should be mobi-
lized to defend the occupations; work-
ers will need to prepare for self-defense
against the reaction of the state!

The demand that will mobilize the
rest of the working class to take solidar-
ity actions must show the way out of
the economic crisis. Therefore we must
d e m a n d : N at i o n a l i ze GM under
wo rke rs ’ c o n t rol and without com-
p e n s at i o n! Open the books to give
wo rke rs full access to all fi n a n c i a l
i n fo rm ation about their company !
Wo rke rs must take control of all
“ b a i l o u t ” funds used to shore up the
c o m p a ny. Not a single wo rker should
be laid off. All wo rk should be share d
among all those who can work, without
loss of pay.

But we need wo rke rs ’ c o n t ro l t o
m a ke this happen. It is only under
wo rke rs ’ c o n t rol that the auto plants
can be tra n s fo rmed and re t o o l e d t o
manufacture the infrastructure for green
power (e.g., wind turbines, solar panels,
and electric ve h i cles) and clean and
ubiquitous public tra n s p o rt (e. g. , e l e c-
tric bullet trains and light rail systems).
The workers could hire any specialists,
s u ch as engi n e e rs and designers , t h at
they deem necessary to assist the transi-
tion.

Occupations of auto factories aimed
at implementing these demands will
i n s p i re the entire wo rking class to fo l-
l ow suit, and will be a beacon to the
wo rke rs of the wo rl d, even in China.
The intern ational economic crisis is
propelling the working class around the
world, in countries like France, Greece,
and Peru, into massive struggles. If the
UAW ra n k - a n d - file undert a kes mass
actions like sit-ins; if they fight fo r
wo rke rs ’ c o n t rol and confront the stat e
and its fo rces of rep ression as they did
in the 1930s, this will provide inspira-

tion for every worker in the world, par-
ticularly the many workers in the semi-
colonies who produce parts for GM.
Nothing could be more inspiring than
seeing a key sector of the wo rke rs in
the belly of the beast take the lead in
the stru ggle to smash US imperi a l i s m .
A round the wo rl d, eve ry wo rk p l a c e
needs to set up factory committees, and
these committees need to be united
with delegate council meetings in each
industrial area, right up to national and
u l t i m at e ly intern ational level. Such
structures would be the precursor to the
launching of a fighting workers’party
in the US t h at unites wo rke rs acro s s
n at i o n s , one that sees the stru ggles of
the wo rke rs around the wo rld as their
own. This is a scenario out of which the
Fourth International can be reborn, and
all the power of JP Morgan Chase and
Citibank be shown for naught, to be as
fictitious as the capital their pap e r
accounting purp o rts to rep resent. Th e
c apitalist class long ago ceased to be
progressive. Only the working class has
a mat e rial interest in rational planning
for progre s s ive growth of the pro d u c-
tive forces. Capitalist anarchy is all that
stands in the way. The time has come
for the US wo rking class to put its
stamp on events and take a lead in the
i n t e rn ational stru ggle against cap i t a l-
ism. In this stru gg l e, the FLTI will be
your ally.

International Leninist Trotskyist
Fraction

Integrated by

• Workers International Vanguard League,
of South Africa

• Partido Obrero Internacionalista
(Internationalist Workers Party) of Chile

• Liga Trotskista Internacionalista
(Internationalist Trotskyist League) of Peru

• Liga Obrera Internacionalista -
Democracia Obrera 

(Internationalist Workers League - Workers
Democracy) of Argentina

• Núcleo Revolucionario Internacionalista
(Internationalist Revolutionary Nucleus),

of Argentina
• Fracao Trotskista (Trotskyist Fraction)

of Brazil
• Communist Workers Group

of New Zealand
• Liga Trotskista Internacionalista
(Internationalist Trotskyist League)

of Bolivia
• Humanists for Revolutionary Socialism,

of USA



Brother and Sister Workers,

It is with great concern that the work-
ing class militants of the wo rld have
watched the case of former Black Panther
and MOVE activist Mumia A bu Ja m a l .
We re c og n i ze his life long dedication to
the struggle of the oppressed the poor and
the ex p l o i t e d. A c ross the wo rld in the
wo rking class commu n i t i e s , b a rrios and
ghettos his name is known. It is with great
sadness that we see the movement for his
freedom stagnating as it has depended for
years on the non existent justice from the
b o s s e s ’ c o u rt system. We re c og n i ze that
the ruling class will never free our brother
in chains. Only heroic actions such as the
strike of the Oakland Dock workers who
c a rried on a one day ge n e ral stri ke can
free our brother.

Why do the capitalist courts
keep Mumia in jail despite
his innocence?

The policy of depending on lawyers in
the courts to free Mumia was defe c t ive
f rom the start. In fact for many ye a rs it
acted to ke ep the wo rking class off the
s t reets and placed our stru ggle in the
hands of the bosses’courts. 

The domination of the parasites on
Wall street is maintained through vio-
lence against the wo rking class in the
world; in the rest of the world it is main-
tained through the over 120 military
b a s e s , while in the United states it is
maintained by the police. When one of
the police is killed, Wall Street draws the
line and unites around its agent. But when
a young brother like Oscar Grant is shot
in the back while restrained it is only the
o u t c ry and uprising in the streets by
indignant youth that forces prosecution of
the racist cops. 

P rotection of the bosses system of
s u p e r- ex p l o i t at i o n , is the centre of all their
actions. Just as the gre at wealth of the
United States was built on the labour of the
e n s l aved A f rican people today it is supple-
mented supplement by the ex p l o i t ation of
i m m i grant lab o u r. In this period of wo rl d
d o m i n ation of the banks on Wall Stre e t ,
their democratic mask falls. Their gre e d
for coltan in the DRC has been behind the

war there wh e re over 4 million people
h ave died; their control of over 80% of the
a rable land in the wo rld is wh at is behind
the high food prices that starve billions of
people (the capitalists know that we can do
without most things but we must eat ) ;
when they dismiss millions of immigra n t s
and put over 4000 in jail, it is part of their
social contro l , so that their pro fits can ri s e,
and ye s , these same capitalists dismiss mil-
lions of wo rke rs in the USA and aro u n d
the wo rl d, steal the pension funds of the
GM wo rke rs , with the active support of the
Obama regi m e. Th ey claim democra cy bu t
ke ep hundreds without trial in
Guantanamo Bay; they claim democra cy
but have their bl o o dy hands supporting the
M i cheletti regime in the coup in Hondura s .
The fight to free Mumia is the same fi g h t
of all the wo rking class in the wo rl d
against their capitalist system.

We call on wo rke rs in the United Stat e s
to down tools in coord i n ated stri ke action
to Free Mumia Now! We call on the ILW U
Local 10 and the Immigrant wo rke rs wh o
i n i t i ated the May Day million man march-
es in 2007 and 2008 to fo rge joint action
t o : Free the 4000 immigrants in the US
jails! Free the pri s o n e rs in Guantanamo
B ay! Free all political pri s o n e rs in the bel-
ly of the beast and around the wo rl d !
D own with the coup in Honduras! Fo r wa rd
to a gove rnment of wo rke rs and poor peas-
ants in Honduras! Stop the mass dismissals
a c ross the United States! Occupy GM and
other wo rkplaces thre atened with cl o s u re s !
D own with the bu re a u c racies of the A L F -
CIO and Change to Win who refuse to use
p ro l e t a rian methods of stru ggle to free our
i m p risoned brother and sisters and wh o
channel wo rke rs energy into the bosses
twin part y ’s of ex p l o i t at i o n , t h e
R ep u bl i c rats. 

Only mass workers strike
action can save this son of
Africa and hero of the world
working class.

G at h e red in Buenos A i res revo l u t i o n-
ary workers from Bolivia's Mines, Chile's
m i l l s , A rgentina's fa c t o ri e s , South A f ri c a
t ra n s p o rt ation sector, B razils fa c t o ri e s ,
f rom as far away as New Zealand and
Oakland in the USA affi rm our commit-

ment to advo c ate for and build stri ke
action to free our bro t h e r. We condemn
the NA ACP for hosting US A t t o rn ey
G e n e ral Eric Holder at the Ju ly 15t h

(check date) meeting in NYC and call on
all militant wo rke rs around the wo rld to
demand FREE MUMIA NOW. NO
FAITH IN THE BOSSES COURTS.

Fo r wa rd to the reconstitution of the
revo l u t i o n a ry wo rke rs party fo rged by
Tro t s ky and Cannon in the United Stat e s
as part of the fight for rebuilding the
wo rld party of the socialist revo l u t i o n
over the base of the program and lega cy
of the 1938 Fo u n d ation Congress of the
Fourth International!

International Leninist Trotskyist
Fraction

Integrated by

• Workers International Vanguard
League, of South Africa

• Partido Obrero Internacionalista
(Internationalist Workers Party) of Chile

• Liga Trotskista Internacionalista
(Internationalist Trotskyist League) of Peru

• Liga Obrera Internacionalista -
Democracia Obrera 

(Internationalist Workers League -
Workers Democracy) of Argentina

• Núcleo Revolucionario
Internacionalista (Internationalist

Revolutionary Nucleus),
of Argentina

• Fracao Trotskista (Trotskyist Fraction)
of Brazil

• Communist Workers Group
of New Zealand

• Liga Trotskista Internacionalista
(Internationalist Trotskyist League)

of Bolivia
• Humanists for Revolutionary Socialism,

of USA

We are all Mumia

Mumia Abu Jamal

Call of the ILTF for an international campaign 


